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Section 1 – Introduction to Jewish Aid Australia (JAA) 

1. Introduction 

Jewish Aid Australia (JAA) is a non-profit organisation dedicated to pursuing social justice for 
disadvantaged communities in Australia and overseas. Jewish values urge us to question 
injustice, act, and take collective responsibility. JAA sparks and sustains social change by 
channelling the unlimited passion and potential of Jewish change-makers into action for a 
more just world.  
 
Our current community-based programs are Refugee Support, Indigenous Partnerships and 
International Engagement. We believe that creating long-term, meaningful partnerships is the 
most effective way of facilitating change. We aim to empower the communities with which we 
work by supporting them to develop the skills and networks to take action on their own behalf.  

2. Contact Information 

 
Website: www.jewishaid.org.au 

 
Facebook page:www.facebook.com/jewishaid 
 
Twitter: @jewishaidaust 

 
 

Offices 
 

Melbourne 
 

Office address: 128A Wattletree Road, Malvern, VIC, 3144 
Postal address: PO BOX 2, Malvern, VIC, 3144 
Ph: 9500 2206 
Email: info@jewishaid.org.au 

 
Sydney 

 
Office address: Hakoah Club, 30 Alma Street, Paddington, NSW, 2021 
Email: sydney@jewishaid.org.au 
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3. Vision 

Jewish Australians actively pursuing social justice for all. 

4. Mission 

Effecting positive change by: 
• Educating the Jewish community about global issues and how to make a difference 
• Empowering vulnerable communities in Australia 
• Empowering vulnerable communities overseas 

5. Our Principles 

1. Effective Development Practice 

  
JAA aims to follow international best practice in our work. Our indigenous, community and 

international development programs are all planned in consultation with local communities, 
and emphasise participation, capacity building, and sustainable development. We build long-
term relationships between our community and other communities, seeing friendships 
between individuals as a powerful catalyst in creating understanding, and proactive and 
positive partnerships for change. 

 

2. Embody Jewish Values 

  
Through our work, JAA realises the Jewish values of Chessed (Kindness), Tzedek 

(Justice) and Tikkun olam (Repairing the World). We hope to inspire the Australian Jewish 
community to fulfil these obligations in their everyday lives.  

3. Build Partnerships 

  
We create opportunities for members of the Jewish community to engage with other 

communities, in Australia and overseas. Our programs focus on building connections 
between individuals and communities, and we work in partnership with other organisations. 

4. Provide Meaningful Volunteering Experiences 

  
We recognise the importance of a vibrant volunteer sector, understanding that 

volunteering benefits both the entire community, and each volunteer. Our volunteer base is 
diverse and represents all streams of the Jewish community. We welcome non-Jewish 
volunteers to join us.  

5. Educate and Be Educated 

  
JAA believes in ongoing learning and development. Opportunities are accompanied by 

training and education covering themes in community and international development, cultural 
sensitivity, representing the Jewish people, and Jewish sources. As an organisation, we seek 
to learn from our partnerships, and through other organisations’ inspiring work. 
 
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” – Nelson 
Mandela 
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6. Why Jewish Aid Australia (JAA)? 

JAA fills a niche in the international and community development sectors because the 
organisation: 

o mobilises the Jewish community,  
o links with other Jewish humanitarian organisations overseas; 
o provides a safe and welcoming volunteer environment, where participants are 

able to keep kosher and celebrate Shabbat and chaggim (Jewish festivals); 
o provides opportunities to implement Jewish values.* 

Through these efforts JAA: 
o builds a Jewish social network for many of its volunteers and staff; 
o presents a positive image of Jewish people to Australian society; 
o orovides meaningful Jewish experiences. 
o provides an opportunity for people to express their Jewish identity through social 

action. 
 
We aim to be the first port of call for Jewish Australians who wants to contribute time, money 
and skills towards improving the world. JAA is a connection point for all Australian Jews from 
across the religious and political spectrum. 
 
*These are the Jewish values that drive us: 
 

• Tzedakah (charity) sharing our wealth and selves to create a more just world. 
• Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) addressing ourselves towards overcoming 

injustices and inequalities in the world. 
• B’tzelem Elokhim (living in the image of God) recognising that all human beings 

are created equal and deserving of equal respect. 
• Shutafut (partnership) recognising the expertise and life experiences that those in 

the developing world have and can share with us. 
• Darchei Shalom (the ways of peace) fostering peace and pleasant relationships 

between Jews and non-Jews. 
• Kiddush Hashem (sanctification of God’s name) acting in a way that brings credit 

to God,the Jewish tradition and the Jewish people. 

7 JAA’s Successes 

§ Raising over $1 million for a range of humanitarian disasters, including $200,000 for the 
Boxing Day tsunami in 2005, $430,000 for Victorian bushfires in 2009, $140,000 for the 
Haiti earthquake victims in 2010, and $140,000 for victims of the Queensland floods in 
2011; 

§ Being a founding member of Fare Share, one of Melbourne’s most respected food rescue 
and distribution organisations, which disburses one million meals a year to those in need; 

§ Providing ongoing support for the Australian Sudanese community with programs 
including: Women’s Groups; Youth Engagement; Leadership Development; iCan 
Scholarship; Empowerment Fund and JAA’s one on one Encounters program; 

§ Facilitating 14 Derech Eretz trips which has brought over 100 volunteers to engage with 
three Indigenous communities: Toomelah, Boggabilla and Cummeragunja, through our 
Indigenous Partnerships program; 

§ Facilitating specialised social justice education programs in all the major Jewish day 
schools in Victoria and some in NSW, reaching over 3,500 students per year; 

§ Introducing Stand Up, an innovative social justice themed program for bnei mitzvah aged 
children. 


