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We believe that Jewish learning is the root of Jewish values.
Embracing our Jewish heritage, our educational programs provide con-
temporary relevance to an ancient tradition. By examining social justice 
issues through a Jewish lens, we offer a meaningful way of expressing 
Jewish identity in the 21st century.

We believe that critical thinking is the root of leadership.

story, there are multiple. By pushing students to think critically about the 
most important issues of our time we challenge them to become leaders, 
both in thought and action. 

We believe that individual action is the root of social change.
Empowerment is at the core of everything we do. By providing students 
with tangible ways to implement their learning, we spark individual actions 
that contribute to positive social change.

“LEARN  TO  DO  GOOD.  
  SEEK  JUSTICE;;  

  AID  THE  OPPRESSED.  
UPHOLD  THE  RIGHTS  OF  
  THE  ORPHAN,  DEFEND  

  THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  WIDOW.”  
-  Isaiah  1:17

WE  BELIEVE  IN  EDUCATION  
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About  Jewish  Aid  Australia
Jewish Aid Australia (JAA) is a not-

pursuit of social justice for disadvantaged 
communities in Australia and overseas. 
JAA enables people to realise and prac-
tice the core Jewish concepts of Tzeda-
kah (justice), Chessed (kindness) and 
Tikkun Olam (repairing the world).

Jewish values urge us to question 
injustice, act, and take collective respon-
sibility. JAA sparks and sustains social 
change by channeling the unlimited pas-
sion and potential of Jewish changemak-
ers into action for a more just world.

About  Our  School  Programs
JAA has been working with Jewish 
schools in Australia in recent years to 
bring innovative and interactive edu-
cational sessions to Jewish students, 
complementing their studies in politics, 
economics, geography, ethics, Jewish 
values, and global citizenship. As each 
school and year level is unique, this year 

-
ucational sessions to cater to the tastes 

with. We hope you make the most of our 
services and join us in instilling Jewish 
values of service and social justice to 
Jewish youth.

How  To  Use  This  Document
We have a range of education sessions 
on offer. Most are 90 minutes in length 

brief synopsis of each program is outlined 
below, including educational outcomes. 

Policy
To ensure our programs are delivered as 
effectively as possible and with the great-
est impact, JAA and its partner organisa-

become familiar with this policy. Please 
note JAA has a 24-hour cancellation poli-
cy. All programs cancelled within this time 
period must still be paid for in full.

Cost

lesson for a year level. 

Contact
the menu, please be in contact with our 
Education Coordinator at Jewish Aid 
Australia
Email: education@jewishaid.org.au
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What is the connection between social justice and Jewish values? 
Through exploring the origins of social justice within Judaism and examin-
ing the core Jewish concepts of Tzedakah and Tikun Olam, this inspiring 
new program aims to establish a strong connection between social justice 
and Jewish values. Introducing students to iconic Jewish change makers 
throughout history will further emphasize the tradition of social justice 
within Judaism. In this way, Judaism can be seen as a source of motiva-

Outcomes:

By the end of the session students will be able to articulate the connec-
tion between Jewish values and social justice using key Jewish concepts, 
and understand that such values are engrained within the Jewish tradi-

social action and feel proud and inspired to be part of that Jewish legacy. 

Program duration: 90 minutes

-
duction to change-making, challenging students to think innovatively and 

issues that exist in the world today and discover practical and creative 

the world of Tzedakah and Chessed, inspiring and empowering students 

feature in this program and encourage students to come up with their own 

1.  JUDAISM  AND  SOCIAL  JUSTICE  

2.  CHANGING  THE  WORLD:  WHERE  DO  I  START?

starters
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What sort of challenges do refugees face in leaving their countries and 
trying to integrate in a new country? This program will encourage stu-
dents to deeply consider the challenges faced by refugees, from leaving 
their homeland to arriving and integrating into a new society. The program 
will challenge and dispel myths about refugees and sort through what is 

gain a deep and sensitive understanding of what it truly means to be a 

will be discussed in order to understand the challenges refugees face 
when coming to Australia and what we can do to help them integrate into 
Australian society.

Outcomes:

By the end of the session students will be able to clearly explain what a 
refugee is, the overall experience of refugees in Australia and know the 

-
dents will be acutely aware of the plight of some refugees and be able to 
engage with and contribute to the refugee conversation in our community 
and our country.

Program duration: 90 minutes with an optional additional session with a 

Sudanese refugee.

3.  Refugees

Outcomes:

By the end of the session students will be more aware of the challenges 
that we face in the world today and will have explored the issues they are 

of how to tackle these challenges on a practical level.

Program duration: 90 minutes 
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4.  INDIGENOUS  AUSTRALIANS
What challenges have Indigenous Australians faced in the past and what 
challenges do they face now? This program aims to explore Australian histo-

to Reconciliation and be challenged to consider how these events have 
affected the lives, communities and culture of Indigenous Australians. After 
learning and discussing these events and resulting issues, students will be 
encouraged to consider their responsibility as Australians and as Jews, and 
will be given an opportunity to discuss what they can do next. 

Outcomes:

By the end of the session students will have a greater understanding of Aus-
tralian history with respect to Indigenous Australians, and be better equipped 
with the knowledge and tools to pass that education onto other people.

Program duration: 90 minutes

How are we best able to prevent homelessness in our society? Most of 
us have probably been confronted with homelessness on the streets of 
our cities, but what do we really know about this issue? This program will 
explore the reality of homelessness and help students understand the cir-
cumstances that lead to homelessness. The program will also dispel the 
myths about homelessness and provide students with a more informed 
view and humanize the face of homelessness. The importance of commu-
nity and its capacity to prevent homelessness will also be explored in the 
context of the Melbourne Jewish community.

Outcomes:

By the end of the session students will be able to articulate what home-
lessness really is and understand the extent to which the rights of the 

-
edge and tools to help the homeless.

Program duration: 90 minutes

5.  HOMELESSNESS
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6.  WHERE  DO  I  GIVE?  
Can charities be uncharitable? Are good intentions enough? Through 
exploring the complex factors that contribute to poverty, this program will 
illuminate the challenges of giving time and money effectively. Interactive 
role-play and discussions, partnered with in depth case studies, will make 
up the core components of this program in order to help students think 
critically about the charities they support and how they support them. The 
analytical and challenging nature of this program will inspire and empow-
er students to be responsible givers of their time and money. 

Outcomes:

By the end of the session students will have a more nuanced understand-
ing of the multifaceted nature of poverty, moving students from sympathy 

giving practices, no longer seeing aid as a simple process of providing 
money to others, but rather as working respectfully with recipient com-
munities to create meaningful and sustainable partnerships for change. 

criteria and examine whether or not they are effective. 

Program duration: 90 minutes

“During the course of 2012 I have had the pleasure of working with JAA 
who have  provided a number of excellent presenters to our Tikkun 
Olam program. Each of  the presenters was knowledgeable and engag-

positive one. I cannot talk highly enough of the wonderful work that JAA 
do both within Australia and overseas. Bialik students already volunteer 
with JAA and my hope is that many more will as a result of their amazing 
experience this year.”

—Ian Poyser, Head of Middle School, Bialik College
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Main  Course

like extreme poverty, inequality and ensuring people have access to their 
basic human rights. 

In this four part series we aim to bridge that gap. Over the four sessions 
students will explore the complex nature of these issues and be equipped 
with the knowledge and skills to tackle them more effectively. Through 
core Jewish concepts such as Tzedakah and Tikkun Olam students will 
examine their responsibility to stand up against injustices. This series 
of programs aim to inspire and empower students to make a positive 

implement what they have learnt in their own projects. 

Outcomes:

By the end of this four part series students will have gained a deeper 
understanding of some of the global challenges we are faced with today, 
and be equipped with the critical knowledge to analyze the complexities 

-
cepts of Tzedakah and Tikkun Olam. Moreover, students will have gained 
the skills necessary to plan and implement creative projects that address 
the issues explored in these sessions.

Program duration: 4 x 90 minute sessions

1.  CHANGE  THE  WORLD
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How do we build a more inclusive society? This dynamic new four part 

This series of programs examines the source of our obligation to help 

in more detail the challenges faced by such groups and our responsibility 
to help. This series of programs also aims to reverse the stigma of certain 

so that students can more easily empathize with their situation and be 
inspired to take action. The groups that will be explored are: refugees, the 

more detail on the respective programs.

Outcomes:

By the end of the session students will know their basic human rights and 

exist in Australia to help The Other and feel inspired to act.

Program duration: 4 x 90 minute sessions

2.  THE  “STRANGER”
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What does it mean to be an adult in Jewish tradition in modern day 

lives where they begin the journey of Jewish adulthood and the respon-
sibilities that Jewish adulthood entails. This eye-opening and interactive 
program explores the way in which the Bar/Bat Mitzvah milestone can 
become a stepping-stone for a life of giving, through a commitment to 
Tzedakah and Chessed. 

Outcomes: 

By the end of the session students will have a deeper understanding 
of the social justice values embedded in Jewish tradition. Through the 
workshop they will gain ideas and inspiration with which to make their 
year more than just a big celebration. They will gain an understanding of 
the values within the tradition of which they are now full members, and an 
opportunity to make a difference in the lives of others. 

Program Duration: 2 x 90 minute sessions

3.  ETHICAL  BNEI  MITZVAH  

 
College, I have had the privilege of working very closely with the JAA team. 
In 2012 they facilitated a number of meaningful events for our students 
including a day focused on aid effectiveness for Year 7 and meetings and 
excursions with refugees in Year 8/9. In the projects we have worked on 
together, I have found their young staff to be vibrant and creative. Their 
idealism and enthusiasm makes them excellent role models for our stu-

—Ittay Flescher, Community Service and Achshav Coordinator, Mount 

Scopus Memorial College
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What important lessons can we learn from the Chaggim, and how can we 
make them relevant to our lives today? On Pesach we are obligated to 
examine the themes of slavery and freedom and on Purim we think about 
to whom we give Matanot Leevyonim – gifts to the poor. JAA has a range 
of programs and presentations on many of the Jewish festivals and their 
powerful social justice themes. 

Outcomes: 

By the end of the session students will have gained new insights into the 
Jewish holidays and discover their powerful links to human rights, charity, 

-
rience Jewish festivals as Jews in a modern world and in ways that make 
them proud to be a part of Jewish festival life.

Program Duration: Flexible

How can we be best prepared for an encounter with another ethnic, na-
tional or religious group? Many Jewish schools have developed programs 
that take their students into the heart of other cultures and in contact with 
people of different backgrounds. Whether it be in Cambodia or a remote 
Aboriginal community, JAA staff have a great deal of expertise in prepar-
ing students for these types of cross-cultural encounters. 

Outcomes: 

By the end of the session students will have gained a greater under-
standing of the sensitivities required when connecting with people from 

enthused about their upcoming volunteer experience. 

Program Duration: 90 minutes

1.  CHAGGIM  

Dessert

2.  CROSS  CULTURAL  SENSITIVITY  TRAINING  
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What does multiculturalism look like in action? Can it work when dozens 
of cultures all live in the same city? After exploring these questions stu-

their story. This will be followed by a fun and interactive treasure hunt 
through the Dandenong Market, where diverse immigrant communities 

Outcomes: 

By the end of the session students will have gained a deeper under-
standing of multiculturalism and diversity in Melbourne through practical 
engagement with different cultures. 

Program Duration: Full day  

banks of the Yarra River. 

Outcomes: 

By the end of the session students will have a greater understanding of 

rich heritage and connection to this land. 

Program Duration: Full day  

3.  Exploring  Multicultural  Dandenong

4.  Melbourne’s  Indigenous  History
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"EDUCATION  IS  THE  MOST  
POWERFUL  WEAPON  WHICH  
YOU  CAN  USE  TO  CHANGE  

THE  WORLD."
-  Nelson  Mandela

128A Wattletree Rd, Malvern VIC 3144
PO Box 2, Malvern, VIC 3144

Phone:

Email: education@jewishaid.org.au


