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VOLUNTEER NEPAL FAQs 
 

What is the structure of Volunteer Nepal?  

Volunteer Nepal is a service-learning program, which immerses participants in 
Nepalese society for one month. After an orientation seminar in Kathmandu, 
volunteers are paired with local Nepalese families, where they will sleep, eat and 
experience authentic Nepalese culture. Volunteer placements take place in 
nearby communities for four weeks.  

What volunteer opportunities are there? 

Volunteer opportunities include English-language support and youth leadership 
training, but placements differ based on the community’s needs and the 
volunteer’s skill sets. You can continue and expand projects started by previous 
Volunteer Nepal groups or start your own! 

What will I learn? 

As well as volunteering, Volunteer Nepal focuses heavily on educating its 
participants about Nepali language and social issues and about Nepalese 
culture.  

There will also be weekly sessions where the group will discuss justice issues that 
include: development theory, Jewish perspectives on aid, definitions of poverty 
and trade, as well as examining social justice issues back home in Australia. 

What is the accommodation like? 

In Kathmandu, participants live in a big modern house in a neighbourhood called 
Swayambhu. 

In the village, participants live in pairs with Nepalese families. Conditions in the 
village vary from house to house, but they all have beds with thin mattresses and 
a squat toilet outside the house. 

What facilities are in the village? 

There is electricity in the villages although, like the rest of Nepal, there is only 
enough electricity for half of the day. In the main village there is running water 
and the opportunity to bathe. There is also mobile-phone reception. 

Will I have any free time? 

In Kathmandu free time is limited with only one night free devoted to exploring 
Kathmandu.  However, in the village, there is ample free time to read, get to 
know your Nepali families, learn Nepali, help in the fields and visit nearby places 
of interest.  
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What is the weather like in December and January? 

The program takes place during Nepali winter. In the mornings and evenings it is 
typically cold (down to a few degrees Celsius) but during the daytime it is 
pleasantly warm (twenty degrees). It may rain once or twice throughout the 
program.  

How much does it cost? 

Volunteer Nepal costs $1400, which includes food, accommodation and 
transport. Flights, travel insurance and Nepali visa (70 USD) are not included. We 
recommend bringing a little bit of extra money for shopping and snacks. 

Subsidies are available and kept strictly confidential. Please email 
nepal@jewishaid.org.au 

Who can apply? 

Young adults (aged 20-30). Otherwise, we’re flexible. You need not have 
completed a degree in International Development nor have volunteered 
overseas, provided you are open-minded, patient, responsible and willing to work 
in a group we welcome your application!  

What preparation is involved? 

Participants will be required to organise their own vaccinations, travel insurance 
and flights. 

There will also be a two-day preparation seminar in October with reading 
materials provided. Your leader will be in touch with you during this time to 
answer questions. The preparation seminar is compulsory for all Volunteer Nepal 
participants. 

Fundraising for the communities in which we will live is encouraged. 

Are there any commitments once I return? 

Upon return, it is expected that participants be involved and participate in any 
alumni events and educate others about their experience. Alumni might organize 
fundraising events, public awareness campaigns, write articles for the Jewish Aid 
newsletter of the Australian Jewish news etc. 

Who is Tevel b’Tzedek? 

Tevel b'Tzedek  (Earth - In Justice) is an Israel based non-profit organization 
promoting social and environmental justice. Their mission is to create a 
community of Israeli and Diaspora Jews engaging in the urgent issues of global 
poverty, marginalization and environmental devastation from a place of deep 
commitment to the Jewish people and its ethical and spiritual traditions. 
 
 
 


