
Jewish Aid 
Australia

“Building a community of Jewish Australians 
who are passionate about social justice and who 
actively work to create a better world for all.”





“Originally named Keshet, Jewish Aid Australia 
was founded in !""# as a response to the 
humanitarian disaster unfolding in Rwanda. Our 
aim was to create within the Australian Jewish 
community a recognisable organisation that 
could provide a collective response to important 
humanitarian issues in the non-Jewish world.”
Arnold Shmerling, one of the founders of Jewish Aid 
Australia.

Jewish Aid 
Australia



Received a Victorian Multicultural Award for Excellence for our work with refugees 
from Sudan. 

Over 4000 Jewish youth participate annually in JAA’s innovative social justice education 
programs.

Twice annually, Derech Eretz visits the Aboriginal communities of  Toomelah and 
Boggabilla to run youth activities and work on special projects.

Proud to have been instrumental in establishing Fareshare, an organisation that 
prepares over one million meals a year for vulnerable communities in Victoria.

EMERGENCY RELIEF
With your support, we have raised over one million dollars for emergency relief 
appeals in Australia and overseas.

Our Achievements

$450,000 for 
communities affected by 
Victorian bush fires.

$140,000 for victims of 
the Haiti Earthquake.

$140,000 for victims of 
the Australian floods.

$200,000 for the Boxing 
Day tsunami.

Photo by Peter Haskin.



WE HAVE A VISION
Jewish Australians actively pursuing 
social justice for all. 

WE HAVE A MISSION
Effecting positive change by:
 · Educating the Jewish community 

about global issues and how to make a 
difference

 · Empowering vulnerable communities 
in Australia

 · Empowering vulnerable communities 
overseas

WE EMBODY JEWISH VALUES
Through our work, JAA realises the 
Jewish values of chessed (kindness), 
tzedakah (justice) and tikkun olam 
(repairing the world). We hope to inspire 
the Australian Jewish Community to fulfil 
these obligations in their everyday lives.

WE ARE UNIQUE
We aim to be the first port of call for any 
Jew who wants to donate time, money 
or skills towards improving our world. 
We are different because we represent 
the Australian Jewish voice in the Aid 
and Development sector and our goal 
is to mobilise the Jewish community’s 
resources and networks towards empow-
ering vulnerable communities.

Who we are



Gary Samowitz is a young leader who has shaped Jewish Aid into the inspiring organisation it is today. 
He is a well regarded informal educator and has presented at conferences around the world. Gary was 
the recipient of an Australian Leadership Award in $%!$. He is the proud father of twin daughters and 
can’t wait for them to start volunteering with Jewish Aid Australia.

Message from the CEO

Gary Samowitz, CEO
We exist as an organisation because Jewish values implore us to stand up and take 
responsibility for those in need. 

There is so much suffering, poverty and discrimination in the world, and everything we 
do at Jewish Aid Australia aims to tackle these modern ‘plagues’. 

Whether it be raising funds for victims of natural disasters, or helping a refugee find a 
job, pursuing social justice is our ultimate goal. 

Jewish Aid Australia has quadrupled in size in just three years and we now have offices 
in Melbourne, Sydney and Perth, with over sixty active weekly volunteers. 

It is these volunteers, who come from all ages and sections of the Jewish community, 
who are the engine of our organisation. They give of their time, skills and love to assist 
individuals who have survived horrific persecution or just ‘fallen through the cracks’ 
and who need support and guidance to find their feet. 

In this booklet you will find information about all the work we do, and if what you read 
inspires and excites you, please do get involved. 

Whether it be as a donor, volunteer, or participant in our education programs, I invite 
you to join the movement of Aussie Jews who are actively working to make real the 
values of Tikkun Olam      —      repairing the world and Tzedakah      —      justice.

“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step” and today is the perfect day 
to take that step. 

Thanks for your interest in Jewish Aid Australia.
Gary Samowitz.



Welcome.

I am immensely proud to be part of Jewish Aid Australia and passionate about the 
work we do. It speaks to me as a Jew, as an Australian and as a humanitarian activist, 
and I believe it is critical that the Jewish community continues to have a direct link to 
humanitarian assistance. It is an important opportunity for us to contribute to solving 
the enormous problems of poverty and disadvantage, as well as a way to instil the 
values of Chessed     —      kindness, Tzedakah      —      justice and Tikkun Olam      —      repairing the 
world, into our community and in particular to our children. 

It is also such a wonderful expression of our Judaism and deeply connected to many 
of our own experiences as a community. From refugee support to poverty alleviation, 
youth leadership to indigenous issues, Jewish Aid encourages our community to get 
involved and supports each of us to pursue social justice, whether in our own back yard 
or in the world at large. 

I look forward to travelling on this wonderful and worthwhile journey together.

It is a very exciting time for Jewish Aid Australia and we look forward to your involve-
ment in the Jewish Aid Family. 

B’shalom,
Daniel Almagor.

Danny Almagor is the CEO of Small Giants, a company he began with his wife Berry. Small Giants 
aims to e&ect social and environmental change through business initiatives. Danny is also the inaugural 
Social Entrepreneur in Residence at RMIT University; the founder and former CEO of Engineers 
without Borders Australia, and sits on the wisdom council for HUB Melbourne. He loves to read, talk 
about philosophy, garden, travel and jump on the trampoline with his kids.

Message from the Chair

Danny Almagor, Chair



Education
Jewish values urge us to question injustice, act and take 
collective responsibility. 
At JAA we consider learning to be a vital component in our efforts to effect positive 
global change. The educational programs aim to instill a sense of social justice and 
global citizenship in participants. Through education we aspire to influence the behav-
iours and choices of individuals and organisations across all sectors of the Jewish 
community.

The JAA education team have designed a range of innovative social justice education 
programs for different ages. We run long term programs, full day workshops, facilitate 
excursions for students and lead volunteer programs. JAA aims to challenge, engage 
and inspire Jewish youth to become active volunteers and global citizens. 



STAND UP
A fun and innovative six week social 
justice course for 11 and 12 year olds. 
Through fun and thought provoking 
activities, participants learn about the 
‘modern plagues’ of the world and dis-
cover practical ways to make a positive 
impact.

TIKKUN FORUMS
Interactive forums which grapple with 
contemporary social justice issues. Our 
aim is to facilitate discussion and debate 
on the biggest challenges that society 
faces in the 21st century.

CHAMETZ DRIVE
JAA facilitates a national food donation 
program before Passover, in conjunction 
with Jewish schools across Australia. 
Students are encouraged to bring in any 
food product from home (such as rice, 
pasta and tinned food), which is collected 
and then donated to Fareshare. 

SCHOOLS
Our informal education team works in 
most of the major Jewish schools in 
Australia to facilitate innovative programs 
that educate and inspire students about 
changing the world and pursuing justice. 
We meet with teachers to create pro-
grams based on the students’ interests.

VOLUNTEER NEPAL
 Volunteer Nepal immerses its partici-
pants in Nepali society and challenges 
them to think of contemporary develop-
ment issues at the grassroots level. 

“I feel my values have changed. I feel a greater connection with people in the develop-
ing world. I feel I will be less wasteful; I will be able to more acutely perceive the 
superficial. I will continue volunteering and to look out for opportunities for helping 
and engaging with issues concerning the global poor.”

—Jono Slade, 2012 participant
Volunteer Nepal.
Jess Osie playing games 
with local children.

After a three day orientation in 
Kathmandu, participants live with host 
families in a remote village. They tutor 
English, run leadership workshops for the 
youth and empowerment groups for the 
women. Participants also learn about a 
range of factors including Nepali culture 
and history, language, issues relating 
to poverty, fair trade, development 
theories and Jewish social responsibility. 
Participants return to Australia inspired 
to make a difference and educate others 
about their experience.

TESTIMONIALS

“The JAA leaders are young, dynamic and 
understand the psyche of our students. 
JAA are passionate about creating real 
change in the world based on the princi-
ples of the Jewish prophets who seek a 
more just society.” 
    —    Ittay Flescher, Mount Scopus College

“My daughter thoroughly enjoyed the 
program and it was really lovely to hear 
her and her friends discuss the ideas well 
after the session had finished.”  
    —    Cindy Berg, mother of Stand Up participant.

“I really enjoyed the Stand up program 
because I have got so much out of it and 
now I am much more aware.” 
    —    Lexie Efron, participant, Mount Scopus

“It was remarkable to witness the sessions 
that you and your JAA team facilitated 
at Bialik College! To see the students not 
only engaged, but inspired and motivated 
to participate in the sessions was just 
incredible.” 
    —    Michael Schnall,  Bialik

Providing meaningful volunteer experiences.



WOMEN’S GROUP
This group runs twice weekly for female 
refugees from Sudan. The program is 
aimed at assisting the women with 
learning new social skills, building their 
confidence, encouraging them to seek 
employment, and improving their English 
literacy.

ENCOUNTERS
Encounters matches volunteers with 
Sudanese families to build relationships, 
and improve English literacy through 
conversation, homework support, playing 
music or even baking. A number of these 
JAA volunteers visit with their children or 
grandchildren. Presently 20 JAA volun-
teers visit 15 Sudanese women and their 
children on a weekly basis. 

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP
Through Leadership, Empowerment, 
Advocacy and Development (LEAD), we 
facilitate monthly skills workshops with 
leaders from the Sudanese community.. 
LEAD is focused on providing training 
required for these leaders to effectively 
run their organisations, communicate 
their cause and support their wider 
communities.

YOUTH LEADERSHIP
We run Sudanese youth clubs in 
Melbourne and Sydney which provide 
weekly homework support, mentoring 
and leadership training. Youth camps are 
also held during the school holidays and 
encourage leadership, education and 
partnership.

Refugee Support 

OUTINGS
At JAA, we organise several outings a 
year with the Sudanese community. Past 
outings have included trips to the Zoo, 
Aquarium, football games and picnics in 
the park.

EMPOWERMENT FUND
We provide scholarships for further train-
ing in skills that will improve opportuni-
ties for employment.

TESTIMONIALS
“The women’s enthusiasm to learn and 
encourage each other is infectious. I can’t 
wait for my next session at the sewing 
group.” 
    —    Galit Krongold, Refugee Support Volunteer

“It makes me happy that I can do some-
thing new.”
    —    Entisar Douri, Sudanese client

“Thanks to Jewish Aid Australia for bring-
ing the Nuba and the Darfur community 
together and helping them enjoy their 
lives in Australia.”
    —    Alpha Lisimba

Our programs work with the Sudanese refugee community, in particular those from Darfur and the 
Nuba mountains. JAA formed a partnership with the community in $%%' and ever since we have 
worked in consultation with their leaders in order to provide a range of programs speci(cally tailored to 
their needs. )ese programs focus on capacity building, support and empowerment.  We are committed 
to constantly evaluating the e&ectiveness of our programs and adjusting them accordingly.



Francois Adam arrived in Australia in 2011 after fleeing from the genocide occurring in 
Darfur. In Sudan, Francois was a qualified nurse and had also completed several years 
of a medicine degree in France. Francois was keen to continue his work as a nurse in 
Australia. However, gaining employment in one’s field can often be difficult for refu-
gees. There are a variety of reasons for this, often relating to language barriers, a lack of 
connections and negative perceptions of refugees amongst the general public. At JAA, 
we seek to break down these barriers. Through our ‘Empowerment Fund’ we subsidised 
Francois’ enrolment fees in an Aged Care Course. We also contacted Jewish Care 
Victoria, who provided Francois with a placement so that he could complete 110 hours 
of work experience. Following his work placement, Jewish Care Victoria offered Francois 
employment as a Personal Care Assistant. Francois’ story is one of many successes for 
JAA and we are very proud to have been involved in assisting Francois find a job. 

Success Story, Francois Adam.
Photo by Peter Haskin.

“A hand up, not a hand down.”



DERECH ERETZ
Derech Eretz is a grassroots social justice 
initiative which builds relationships 
between Jewish university students 
and the Indigenous communities of 
Toomelah and Boggabilla, located on 
the border of Queensland and New 
South Wales. Toomelah is an Aboriginal 
community of about five hundred people 
which was administered as a mission 
until the mid 1970s. The community still 
suffers extreme hardship. As a result, the 
children often grow up without many of 
the opportunities that we take for granted.

Derech Eretz runs school holiday activi-
ties for the children every January and 
July. These programs focus on recreation, 
health and well-being, and leadership 
training for the youth in Toomelah and 
Boggabilla. Over one hundred young 
Jewish leaders have participated on 
Derech Eretz’s past trips. These students 
return home passionate about being 
involved in reconciliation initiatives and 
making a difference for the indigenous 
communities in Australia. In Sydney, 
Derech Eretz alumni volunteer weekly at 
Biala, an Aboriginal girls hostel, provid-
ing mentorship, homework support and 
regular outings. 

Aboriginal Engagement



TESTIMONIALS
“The elders, community and especially 
the children are so impressed and grate-
ful to have these young Jewish people 
come to our communities: Boggabilla 
and Toomelah. The program is very 
important and vital to our kids, we see 
how it has grown, in terms of our young 
ones have built up to trust, confidence 
and their growth and development. When 
the buses arrive at Toomelah there are 
lots of happy smiling faces.”
    —    Aunty Madeline McGrady, Toomelah Elder

“With energy and creativity we played 
with the kids each day, remembering how 
much fun can be had from flying a kite or 
blowing bubbles. With fire in our hearts 
and support for one another, we spent 
many hours in our little group discussing 
our thoughts and frustrations over what 
our eyes saw and ears heard and hearts 
felt. There is nothing more special than 
human connection, of having the time 
and heart to feel compassion towards 
another. Derech Eretz reminded me of 
this in the most powerful of ways.” 
    —    Sarah Jacobs, Derech Eretz Participant

“No longer was I reading about 
Indigenous history from a text book in 
school or university, I was experiencing 
a completely different way of life and the 
effects of history on a community which 
was once a Mission.”
    —    Georgia Snow, Derech Eretz Participant

“Some say that the Derech Eretz program 
is a way for young Jews to connect to 
their Australian identity. For me it is much 
more about expressing my Jewish iden-
tity in Australia. It’s about finding a way of 
fulfilling my obligation as a Jew to seek 
justice, to pursue peace and to sustain 
the world with acts of loving-kindness in 
my current environment.”
    —    Grace Shwartz, Derech Eretz Participant

“)e Hebrew term Derech Eretz means the way of the land; but 
it also embodies the idea of a code of conduct which contributes 
to decency, respect and social awareness.”



OUR SUPPORTERS
At JAA we are incredibly fortunate to 
have such loyal supporters.

These committed individuals, families, 
organisations and businesses make it 
possible for us to do our work. 

MAJOR DONORS
Danny Almagor and Berry Liberman, 
Helen and Michael Abeles, The Besen 
Family Foundation, Nicky and Brandon 
Carp, Debbie and Albert Dadon, Halas 
Family, Justin Family, Krongold Family, 
Helen and Boris Liberman, Mahlab 
Family, Nordia Foundation, Orloff Family 
Charitable Trust, Pratt Foundation, 
Jack and Robert Smorgon Families 
Foundation, Spotlight Foundation, 
Sherman Family, Sunraysia Foundation,   
Trawalla Foundation, Bernie Tuch  and 
other anonymous contributors.

GRANTS
Department of Families, Housing, 
Community Services and Indigenous 
Affairs, City of Greater Dandenong,  City 
of Darebin, Bendigo Bank and Network. 

PRO*BONO
Sothertons Chartered Accountants and 
Arnold Bloch Leibler.

Want to get 
involved?
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK.

BECOME A VOLUNTEER.

BECOME A MONTHLY DONOR.

ATTEND OUR EDUCATIONAL EVENTS.

CELEBRATE YOUR SIMCHA WITH US BY 
ASKING GUESTS TO DONATE TO JAA.

SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT JAA AND THE 
WORK WE DO.

Website: www.jewishaid.org.au
O+ce: !$,A Wattletree Road, Malvern, -!##
Postal Address: PO Box $, Malvern, -!##
Phone: (%-) "'%% $$%.
Email: info@jewishaid.org.au
Jewish Aid Australia (ABN: ,/ %.' ,!# $/!) is 
endorsed as a Deductible Gift Recipient.
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“Justice justice, you 
shall pursue”
Deuteronomy, 16:20

www.jewishaid.org.au
info@jewishaid.org.au

!$,A Wattletree Road, Malvern, -!##
 (%-) "'%% $$%.


